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Sundays at Emmanuel
Each Sunday, the sanctuary and activity center at Emmanuel Reformed
Church in Paramount, California fill five times with a total of 1,350
people. And another 300 regularly worship in one of the two Spanish
services held each Sunday.

!

Worship is full and alive, and you can tell that reaching the community
of Paramount is important to Emmanuel Reformed Church. There’s a
service for pretty much everyone—contemporary, multi-cultural and
high energy, rock band style, Latin praise bands in the Spanish services,
and the Sunday night “ancient-future” service.

!

Many members and visitors come through the doors each Sunday for
worship and discipleship classes, but Sunday is just the beginning of a
full week at Emmanuel. Many of these same people—and others from
the community—will be back!

!

Ruth Zymkowitz, business manager at Emmanuel, takes a few minutes
just to begin to list the many activities and ministries that go on at
Emmanuel throughout the week, and it’s clear that many of these
activities are outreach focused. Emmanuel is a missional church, and
that missional focus is a part of their past as well as a part of their
current identity.

Worship at Emmanuel Reformed Church

A History of Service
In 1925, Emmanuel Reformed Church was started under the name of Hynes Reformed Church, and, as the church served the
immigrant farm and dairy workers from the Netherlands, all worshiped in Dutch. As times changed, the church was renamed
Emmanuel Reformed Church, and worship services transitioned from Dutch to English. The Paramount community continued
to change, and Emmanuel has been adapting with it.
One of the most notable gifts Emmanuel offered the Paramount community was a partnership with the city in the 1980s and
90s, as the church sought to clean up Paramount and transform it from one of the least desirable cities in America to a “beacon
of light,” an All-American City.

Emmanuel Reformed Church Sanctuary & Activity Center

Emmanuel is Reaching their Community—Pre-School,
Zumba, Project HOPE
In the beginning, “cleaning up the city”
meant literally cleaning, painting, and
revitalizing run-down areas. Now, it
means being there for a community by
showing them Christ, and this is done
every week at Emmanuel.
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Reaching the Community
Emmanuel hosts a daily after school
program and serves the community
through a preschool. “The pre-school
has about 35-40 children each day,” says
Zymkowitz. About 60 to 70 kids are
enrolled, and most come just a few days
a week. What’s most exciting about the
pre-school is that it serves the Paramount
community, not just Emmanuel
members. “It’s about a 70 to 30 ratio of
community to church kids,” says
Zymkowitz.
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Another ministry that serves mostly
community members is “Get Fit”—a
program that focuses on helping people
transition to healthier lifestyles. Zumba
is a popular part of this ministry. Classes
are held four mornings a week, and
Zymkowitz says, “You’ll see people

streaming to the
church gym for
Zumba. Childcare is
provided; in fact,
Zumba is free and
participants are only
asked to pay a dollar
for childcare.”
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It’s hard to tell which
attendees from the
Zumba group
came to
Emmanuel’s Preschool
Emmanuel
before the classes
purchase gifts for their children. “We
began versus those who have started
charge about a dollar per item,” says
coming as a result of Zumba. However,
Zymkowitz, “we just want them to pay
it’s pretty apparent that Zumba is
something, but it’s still very discounted.”
drawing people from the community
and serving as a gateway into the
These service groups are just a drop in
Emmanuel family.
the bucket of Emmanuel’s ministries.
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Emmanuel also reaches out through
Project HOPE (Helping Others Provide
Essentials). Volunteers create food
baskets for holidays including Easter and
Thanksgiving, and at Christmas time,
they take in donations and set up a
discounted store where parents can

The church holds discipleship classes,
couples classes, youth group activities,
Monday night basketball—which draws
about 100 people each week—, Alpha—
a group for new Christians—, and many
more. And then, there’s the Compton
Initiative.
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“Just Do Good”	

The Compton Initiative began in 2005
when Emmanuel decided to make
restoring the neighboring city of
Compton a priority. Ridden with crime
and poverty, it was clear that Compton
needed help, and Emmanuel, with
experience in helping to restore
Paramount, knew what to do.

!
Community Members “Get Fit” in Zumba Class

The church has made a 40-year
commitment to Compton, and their
motto is “Just do good.” Four work days
are planned each year, and 1,500
volunteers rally at Compton High

School to start of day of
transformations. In one day’s time,
houses and schools are painted and
transformed. New hope is given to the
community!
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During the rest of the year, groups of
volunteers come from churches around
the country. Volunteers are put up at
Emmanuel or the Salvation Army for a
short time as they help out. “Other
churches,” says Zymkowitz, “come to
help out in Compton like they would go

on a mission trip to Mexico.” As
this mission is spreading, hope is
being restored to the residents in

What’s in Emmanuel’s
Toolkit

Compton.
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Getting the Work
Done

With full Sundays and even fuller
weekdays, there’s a lot to be done to
keep operations running smoothly at
Emmanuel Church. Two of the essential
tools that staff use is their LOGOS II
and ConnectNow software.

Church Accounting
ConnectNow Ledger &
Payables
Connect Now Payroll

Church Management
LOGOS II
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With so many attending each week,
keeping attendance records and having
accurate reports is crucial. Each week,
the Care Team is responsible for
checking up on members of the church
community. They need to know who’s ill,
who’s having a baby, and who hasn’t
attended in a while so that they can
arrange visits, cards, and phone calls.
Every Monday, when the team does
their planning, those attendance records
from LOGOS II provide the crucial data
needed to plan for the week.

!

Compton Initiative, and the Paramount
Care Foundation. The records for each
organization have to be kept separate,
says Zymkowitz. So she has a separate
login for each, but being able to manage
each of these accounts in the same
system—one that’s designed specifically
for churches and non-profits—eases the
workload of managing three entities and
keeping the many ministries of
Emmanuel Reformed Church afloat.

With attendance and tracking from
LOGOS, staff at Emmanuel can see
who’s involved and who isn’t, even when
attendance numbers are through the
roof !

!
Restoring the Houses of Compton

Another essential tool for Zymkowitz is
ConnectNow Accounting. Ruth’s time is
filled as she and her assistant manage the
accounts for three separate entities:
Emmanuel Reformed Church, the

LEARN MORE	


LOGOS	


Take the Tour: See how LOGOS helps each
staff member carry out ministry goals

825 Victors Way, Suite 200
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
877.99.LOGOS
(877.995-6467)	


(logoscms.com/tour)

OTHER CUSTOMER STORIES	


www.logoscms.com	

Ridgedale Baptist Church, Knoxville, TN
Tanque Verde Lutheran Church, Tucson, AZ	


Ruth Zymkowitz, Business Manager
Emmanuel Reformed Church
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